
St Mary’s Church 

What has the Palace of Westminster in common with St Mary’s Church?  Its 

architect - Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin.  In 1837 he designed St Mary’s but 

only after being involved in the design of Westminster’s iconic ‘Big Ben’ Clock 

Tower and many of the internal furnishings inside the Houses of Parliament. 

After the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829 removed oppressive regulations on 

Roman Catholics, large numbers returned to openly practising their religion and, in 

Derby, it was decided that a plot of land should be purchased for the building of a 

new church on the edge of the city centre, in proximity to All Saints Church (Derby 

Cathedral) and overlooking the parish church 

of St Alkmund’s.   

Pugin was invited to design the church which was a replacement for the 

smaller Catholic church on Chapel Street.  It is unconventionally facing 

north/south, justified by Pugin out of a desire to have unadulterated 

light coming in through the stained-glass windows behind the altar.  In 

any other position the light would have been compromised by 

surrounding tall buildings. 

Before the building of St 

Alkmund’s Way the main door to St Mary’s opened onto Bridge 

Gate, a through road from Nottingham Road, over St Mary’s Bridge 

to Friar Gate.  There were wide, deep steps gradually rising to the 

tall, ornate, Neo-Gothic perpendicular tower where heavy wooden 

doors opened to display the grandeur of the detailed architectural 

carvings, decorated walls and mouldings. 

The interior of St Mary’s Church is well worth seeing and visitors are 

welcomed.  On Tripadvisor it is rated as one of Derby’s ‘must visit’. 
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Climate Change and Conservation Area Requirements 

The Conservation Area requirements are designed to preserve the look of the area by requiring planning per-

mission for any changes to the street facing exterior of buildings.  Changes like exterior cladding and rooftop 

solar panels that are being recommended to householders as responses to the climate crisis are likely to 

come into conflict with these constraints. 

SPRA will continue to press the Council to make clear how its Climate Change Policy will impact on the 

Conservation Area restrictions. 

SPRA is non-political and aims to: 

 stimulate public interest and opinion 

 promote a sense of community in the Strutt’s Park area 

 improve the safety and amenities of the area 

 improve awareness of the area’s historic features and maintain a 
public interest in its conservation 

 further the welfare and interests of the residents in the area  



Electric Vehicle Charging Pilot 

The Council has decided to pilot on-street electric vehicle Charge Points in the area of the Kedleston Road 

shops.  This will comprise six low charge rate Charge Points operated by BP.  SPRA was keen to see some of 

the Charge Points in the Strutt’s Park area but the initial set will be limited to those along Kedleston Road.  

With a large number of homes without off-street parking and the Government’s ban on new internal 

combustion engine cars in just eight years, the committee will continue to monitor demand for on-street 

charging and encourage the Council to bring on-street EV Charge Points to Strutt’s Park. 
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Annual General Meeting: 19 April 2022 

After two years it was good to be able to meet again in person.  Once again St. Mary’s Parish Hall was our 

venue.  The main point discussed was the future of the Residents’ Association, prompted by the shrinking of 

the numbers of those wishing to join the committee.  It became clear that members wished SPRA’s work to 

continue and, with three new members bringing the committee to six, this seemed once again to be viable. 

There was a suggestion that there should be more opportunities to meet socially and the first SPRA Open 

Gardens event (see page 3) was a response to this desire. 

There was discussion around the committee’s efforts to encourage the Council to establish controls over the 

creation of Houses in Multiple Occupation.  It was agreed that SPRA should make more use of Facebook in 

communicating with local residents, and more of this has occurred with the creation of a SPRA Facebook 

page.  Other questions, such as installation of climate change control measures on houses in the conserva-

tion area, the reporting of dog fouling and dustbins left on the streets, were also raised, and have been pur-

sued further by the committee following the AGM. Clive Lemmon 

Help us get litter off our streets 

Strutt’s Park is a busy route for people using the Derwent and Darley Parks and for walking to town.  Unfor-

tunately this results in more litter appearing on our streets.  Every month, a group of residents gets together 

to try to keep the amount of rubbish left on local streets to a minimum.  Needless to say, we always wel-

come more volunteers to help tackle this ever-present issue. 

Our community litter picks usually take place on a Monday or Tuesday at 12 noon for an hour, and we meet 

near the corner of Arthur Street and Margaret Street.  Dates are normally confirmed a week in advance to 

give volunteers plenty of notice.  If you're interested in taking part (there's no need to commit to every litter 

pick),  keep an eye on the SPRA Facebook page or email me at hirosamaria@gmail.com so I can contact you 

as soon as a pick is scheduled.  Equipment and black bin liners are provided, but please bring gloves if you 

can. Thank you! Rosa Drohomirecka 

Houses in Multiple Occupation 

Over several months SPRA has been pressing our local councillors to address the issue of the conversion of 

family homes into Houses in Multiple Occupancy (HMOs).  The approach adopted by other university towns 

and cities has been to introduce an Article 4 Direction so that new HMO conversions need to apply for plan-

ning permission.  

At the September Council meeting, a motion was unanimously adopted to seek a citywide Article 4 Direc-

tion that would require planning permission before a family home could be converted to multiple occupa-

tion.  SPRA’s committee continues to press our councillors to ensure the Direction is implemented as soon 

as possible.  Without this, numbers of HMOs will inevitably increase with consequent problems around park-

ing and impacts on the local community.  SPRA is keen to ensure existing family homes are maintained to 

retain the character of the area and not undermine local amenities.  At going to press, the Council is gather-

ing information about the harms in the Arboretum Ward and will use this to decide its next steps. 
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Our Pond 

We have always wanted a pond in our garden as we love all aspects of 

nature. In 2006 a huge hole was dug by our gardener, lined and then 

filled with water.  We soon noticed dragonflies (a tiger dragonfly this 

year), damselflies, water snails and skaters, plus wasps and flies having a 

drink.  

We have resident common newts and frogs and each year have a prolif-

eration of frogspawn.  Having since read that newts are partial to eating 

frogspawn we did not see many 

baby frogs at all this year, but 

sometimes we see something moving in the bushes and, yes, it is a 

frog!  We’ve put in water lilies and green aerating plants too, which 

helps to clean the water.  We also have a solar water fountain which 

the frogs like to sit under when the weather is warm.  Green algae is 

always present in the pond and we are constantly removing it. 

A pond is a great asset to have in the garden and provides us with a 

great deal of pleasure to see the local wildlife and we are sure foxes, 

birds, and cats all drink from it too. Colin and Mary Boocock 

Darley Neighbourhood Board 

Neighbourhood boards are a key component of residents’ dialogue with the Council – both for getting 

information on Council matters to residents and providing feedback on local issues to our councillors.  The 

Darley Board is headed by the Ward’s councillors and includes a number of representatives of local 

residents’ groups and areas in the Ward, plus local organizations including Derby Homes.  These are joined 

by council officers when covering specific topics and proposals.  The meetings are usually attended by police 

representatives and our local Public Protection Officer. 

The Board provides a forum for the discussion of local issues with recent items including traffic problems, 

the closure of the bridge in Darley Abbey, the arrival of travellers on Chester Green and the growth in the 

numbers of Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs).  In addition to councillors’ comments, council officers 

have provided details on the council’s approaches and plans for tackling items raised.  The Board also 

discusses ongoing local issues including dog mess, bins left on streets and the levels of anti-social behaviour. 

The Board has a budget (£14,000 for 2022/23) to spend on local initiatives and also decides how 

Section106 money should be spent.  This is money recovered from developers to contribute towards local 

facilities and services and typically amounts to several thousand pounds per year. 

The Board also has a long-term aim to improve Darley’s parks and open areas and supports residents who 

want to improve and increase local green spaces, for example through the introduction of planters. 

The Neighbourhood Board has only a consultative role and has no power or authority within the Council’s 

structure. Whilst some technical issues can be addressed directly by council officers, many require action or 

expenditure by the City Council as a whole.  It is the councillors who decide how to take things forward and 

what action should be taken on any issue – if any. 

The Board currently has a Transport Sub-committee which looks at growing concerns in the area on parking 

(or rather the lack of it), congestion, pollution along with the likely impact of the A38 Junctions roadworks. 

The Board meets once a quarter and reports on Board meetings are discussed at SPRA’s Committee 

meetings with key items outlined on the SPRA website. 
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Strutt’s Park Open Garden Day 

Saturday 2 July 2022 was SPRA’s inaugural Open Garden event. Seven 

households generously opened their gardens to Strutt’s Park residents. 

After a long spell of dry weather, on the day, the weather forecast was 

for rain. This turned out to be only a brief, light downfall and certainly 

not sufficient to spoil the day. 

Each garden proffered its bounty in its own unique way: from cozily 

bordered lawns with backdrops of shrubs and trees, to vegetables being 

grown with the anticipation of their inclusion in culinary delights.  

Expertise was shared with the visitors and no doubt, new planting ideas travelled away in the minds of 

visitors keen to include them in their own garden.  The visits also resulted in a number of plant exchanges. 

Thank you to all who opened up their gardens, provided refreshments and to all the visitors.  We look 

forward to this becoming an annual event with, hopefully, in future years, more gardens to visit. 

The A38 Junctions 

Construction works for the ‘A38 Derby Junctions’ to provide flyovers at the Little Eaton, Ashbourne Road 

and Kinsgsway islands is still awaiting sign-off by the Secretary of State.  Until the Development Consent 

Order is in place only preparatory work, such as surveying, can take place.  

It seems that the City Council has done very little to assess the likely impact of the various road closures 

and restrictions that the works will necessitate.  Whilst there will inevitably be increased congestion with 

significant changes to the traffic flows on the north side of the city centre, the Council would appear to 

have made no plans to control or alleviate the impacts. 

Our Local Friendly Community 
Group 

The Strutt’s Park Community Facebook Group 

covers day to day local news and issues.  It en-

courages and supports local residents to create 

their own groups, clubs and activities. It is non-

profit, non-religious and non-political. 

Their Facebook page provides an excellent op-

portunity to discover what is going on locally. 

SPRA Committee Members 2022 - 2023 

Secretary: Clive Lemmon 

Treasurer: Joan Dutton 

Sandra Butcher 

Mig Holder 

Belinda Elliot-Dawes 

Neighbourhood Board Rep:  Ian Eperson 

Contacting SPRA 

Email to: clivelemmon@aol.com 

or by post/letterbox to: 

 SPRA, c/o The Secretary 

 Gaddesby, 78 Belper Road, DE1 3EN 

Or visit our website, www.strutts.org for:  

 AGM minutes & past newsletters 

 Key Points of Meetings 

 Local Issues 

 The Conservation Area Booklet: general advice for 
those wishing to make alterations to their property 

 Further details on many of the items in this newsletter 

On Facebook look for ‘Strutt’s Park Residents’ Association’. 

Darley Ward Councillors 

Web: www.derby.gov.uk 

Martin Repton: 01332 206095, 07972 042654 

martin.repton@derby.gov.uk 

Alison Martin: 01332 643640, 07391 396956 

alison.martin@derby.gov.uk 

Carmel Swan: 07721 121165 

carmel.swan@derby.gov.uk 

Derby City Council: 01332 640000 

customerservices@derby.gov.uk 


